ABD AL-RAHMAN IBN AWF

The Trustworthy Businessman, the Benevolent, the Munificent

The truthful businessman will be in the Gardens of Bliss along with the Ambiya', the Siddigin (truthful), the
martyrs, and the pious. What if this salient quality is coupled with sincerity in din, sacrifice, and spending
lavishly in Allah's path?

Our discussion revolves around one such truthful entrepreneur, a man blessed with affluence; affluence he
utilised in the service of the religion and the ummah. He is none other than Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Awf.

Name and Lineage

He is 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf ibn 'Abd 'Awf ibn 'Abd al-Harith ibn Zuhrah ibn Kilab. His name during the days
of ignorance was 'Abd 'Amr (lit. slave of 'Amr) which Rasiilullah s 4de & s changed to 'Abd al-Rahman
when he accepted Islam.

It is reported that he said:
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My name was 'Abd 'Amr. As soon as I embraced Islam, Rasulullah named me 'Abd al-Rahman.

Another report says that his name in Jahiliyyah was 'Abd al-Ka'bah which Rasitlullah changed to 'Abd al-
Rahman.

His mother is Safiyyah bint 'Abd Manaf ibn Zuhrah ibn Kilab. It is said that her mother was al-Shifa' bint 'Awf
ibn 'Abd al-Harith ibn Zuhrah.

This makes it clear that the lineage of Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Awf meets with the lineage of Rastlullah
from both his father's and mother's side, at his forefather Zuhrah.

Birth

Ibn Sa'd reports in al-Tabaqat that he was born 10 years after the year of the elephants.

Agnomen

Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf was known with the agnomen Aba Muhammad.
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Description

It is reported from Sahlah bint 'Asim:
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‘Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf was fair in complexion, large-eyed, with large eye-lashes, a prominent nose, long

upper canine teeth—many times his canines will cut his lip—with long hair reaching below his ear lobes, with
a long neck, and large shoulders.

Ziyad al-Bakka'l reports from Ibn Ishaq:

gomdala ) b lpmn dal ja (o pde zoa 5 pied o ol G g el el il (il il (IS

His front two incisors had fallen off, he was left-handed, and lame. He was injured on the Day of Uhud and
lost his front teeth and also sustained 20 wounds, some in his leg, which made it lame.

Ya'qub ibn 'Utbah says:
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‘Abd al-Rahman was a tall man, with a handsome face, and delicate skin. He had a slight hunch. He was fair
in complexion with a mixture of redness. He would not dye his white hair.

Glance at his Household (Wives and Children)

Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf had many wives [at different times] and was blessed with a number of
children. The number of his children reach close to 28, 20 sons and 8 daughters. In the forthcoming lines, we
will discuss them briefly.

1. Umm Kulthiim bint 'Utbah ibn Rabi'ah
o Children from her: Salim al-Akbar (passed away before Islam).
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Glance at his Household (Continued)

2. The daughter of Shaybah ibn Rab1'ah ibn 'Abd Shams
o Children from her: Umm al-Qasim (born in Jahiliyyah).

3. Umm Kulthim bint 'Uqgbah ibn Mu'ayt

o Children from her: Muhammad, Ibrahim, Humayd, Ismail, Humaydah, Amat al-Rahman.

4. Sahlah bint 'Asim ibn 'Adi
o Children from her: Ma'n, 'Umar, Zayd, Amat al-Rahman al-Sughra.
5. Bahriyyah bint Hani' ibn Qabisah
o Children from her: 'Urwah al-Akbar (martyred in the Battles in Africa).
6. Sahlah bint Suhayl ibn 'Amr ibn 'Abd Shams
o Children from her: Salim al-Asghar (killed on the Day of the Conquest of Africa).
7. Umm Hakim bint Qarid ibn Khalid ibn 'Ubayd
o Children from her: Abu Bakr
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Glance at his Household (Continued)

8. The daughter of Abu al-Hays ibn Rafi' ibn Imra' al-Qays
o Children from her: 'Abd Allah ibn 'Abd al-Rahman (killed in Africa the day it was conquered).

9. Tumadir bint al-Isba' ibn 'Amr ibn Tha'labah ibn Hisn ibn Damdam
o She is the first woman from Kalb to be married to a Qurayshi man.

o Children from her: Abu Salamah ('Abd Allah al-Asghar).

10. Asma' bint Salamah ibn Makhrabah
o Children from her: 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Abd al-Rahman

11. Umm Hurayth (From the captives of Bahra')
o Children from her: Mus'ab, Aminah, Maryam

12. Majd bint Yazid ibn Salamah Dhi Fa'ish al-Humayriyyah
o Children from her: Suhayl (Abu al-Abyad)
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Glance at his Household (Continued)

13. Umm Walad: Ghazal bint Kisra
o An Umm Walad from the captives of Sayyiduna Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas from the Battle of Mada'in.
o Children from her: 'Uthman
14. Umm Walad: Zaynab bint al-Sabah ibn Tha'labah
o Also from the captives of Bahra'.
o Children from her: Umm Yahya bint 'Abd al-Rahman

15. Badiyah bint Ghaylan ibn Salamah ibn Mutab al-Thaqafi
o Children from her: Juwayriyyah bint 'Abd al-Rahman

Children from other Umm Walads: 'Urwah (passed away in infancy), Yahya (passed away in infancy), Bilal
(passed away in infancy).

Islam and Hijrah

Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman recognised Islam at an early stage and entered the faith prior to Rastlullah entering
Dar al-Arqam ibn Abi al-Arqam and preaching there. He is one of the five who accepted Islam at the hands of
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr al-Siddiq after his invitation. He is also one of the first eight attesters to the faith.

After he accepted Islam, he bore his share of persecution and harassment of the Mushrikin. He was among
those who immigrated to Abyssinia, on both occasions. Thereafter, he emigrated to Madinah al-Munawwarah,
seeking the pleasure of Allah and with the intention to assist His religion, leaving behind in Makkah an
abundance of wealth and property.
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Al-Bukhari narrates on the authority of Sayyiduna Anas:
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'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf arrived in Madinah. The Nabi contracted brotherhood between him and Sa'd ibn al-
Rabi' al-Ansari. Sa'd offered to share half of his family and wealth with him but 'Abd al-Rahman politely
declined saying, "May Allah bless you in your family and wealth. Just show me the marketplace." He gained
some cheese and butter as profit. After a few days, the Nabi spotted him with some yellow die. The Nabi asked,
"What is the good news, O 'Abd al-Rahman?" He explained, "O Messenger of Allah, I got married to a woman
from the Ansar." Rastulullah enquired, "What did you give as dowry to her?" "Gold equivalent to a date pit," he
explained. Rastilullah advised, "Make walimah, even if it be with a sheep."

From this we can realise the extent of distress Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman faced and the amount of perseverance

he displayed in the face of difficulties and hardships. All of this sacrifice in the path of Allah. It was not long
before Allah honoured him with plenty of wealth, which he did not hoard but rather spent in the path of Allah.

His Fear of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic

Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf had deep fear for Allah and envisaged Him in all aspects of his life.
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Al-Bukhari narrates from Ibrahim ibn Sa'd—from Sa'd—from his father who says:
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Food was brought to 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf one day. He commented, "Mus'ab ibn 'Umayr was killed and
he was superior to me. Sufficient cloth to shroud him was not found, except one shawl. Hamzah—or another
man was killed who was better than me and sufficient cloth to shroud him was not available except a shawl. 1
fear that our good deeds have been hastened for us in our worldly life." After saying this, he began to weep.

Fragrant Shower of the Virtues of Ibn 'Awf

Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf is one of the first forerunners to the faith. He is among the first eight that
entered Islam, and one of the five that brought 1man at the hands of al-Siddiq. He immigrated twice to
Abyssinia and then to Madinah. He witnessed Badr and all the major campaigns alongside Rasulullah. He is one
of the Ten Promised Jannah and one of the six men of the committee regarding whom Sayyiduna 'Umar
confirmed that Rasiilullah passed away while being pleased with them.

Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman was one of the phenomenal economical structures in Islam; one who spent his
wealth generously, to the extent that we can safely say that the wealth of Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman was for
Islam. On one hand, he participates in Jihad alongside Rasulullah and the Sahabah with great sacrifice, and at
the same time he was an outstanding individual in the financial field. As reported by Ahmad in his al-Musnad:

I definitely remember my past, if I had to lift a stone, I hoped to find underneath it gold or silver.

WWW.TASBEH.NET Page 7



In the forthcoming lines, a presentation of the virtues and merits of the prominent Sahabi Sayyiduna 'Abd al-
Rahman ibn Awf will come to view.

Jannah is the Most Expensive desired Commodity

Ahmad and al-Tirmidhi report from Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Awf:
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Rasulullah stated: "Abu Bakr is in Jannah. 'Umar is in Jannah. 'Uthman is in Jannah. 'Ali is in Jannah.
Talhah is in Jannah. Zubayr is in Jannah. 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf is in Jannah. Sa'd is in Jannah. Sa'id is in
Jannah. Abu 'Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah is in Jannah."

Al-Tirmidhi reports from the same sanad, via Sayyiduna Sa'id ibn Zayd:
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Indeed, Rasulullah declared: "Ten individuals are in Jannah. Abu Bakr is in Jannah. 'Umar is in Jannah as
well as 'Uthman, 'Ali, Zubayr, Talhah, 'Abd al-Rahman, Abui 'Ubaydah, and Sa'd ibn Abt Waqqas."

It is also authentically transmitted that Rastlullah praised the one who cares for his wives and sympathises with
them after his demise.
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This is exactly what Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf did. He bequeathed that an orchard be sold for a
handsome amount of money which ought to be given to Rastlullah's spouses.

Ahmad, al-Tabarani, and al-Hakim report on the authority of Umm Salamah:
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Rasulullah told his wives, "The one who displays compassion towards you after my passing is definitely the
truthful and devout. [She would then pray:] O Allah, give Ibn 'Awf drink from al-Salsabil (a river in Jannah)."

Ibn Majah reports from Sayyiduna Sa'id ibn Zayd:
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I bear testimony upon Rastulullah that I heard him stating, "Remain firm, O Hira', for only a nabi, siddiq, or
martyr is upon you." Rasulullah listed them: Abu Bakr, 'Umar, 'Uthman, 'Ali, Talhah, Zubayr, Sa'd, Ibn 'Awf,
and Sa'id ibn Zayd.

Rastilullah performs salah behind him in the Tabuk Campaign

One of the privileges of Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf is that Rastlullah performed salah behind him in
the Tabiik campaign.

Muslim reports via his sanad from Sayyiduna Mughirah ibn Shu'bah who participated alongside Rastlullah in
the battle of Tabik...
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Mughirah continues: I came back with him only to find that the people had put 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf
ahead, who was leading them in salah. Rasulullah made one of the two rak'at, so he prayed the second rak'at
with the people. After 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf made salam, Rastulullah stood up to complete his salah...

Abt Ya'la reports from 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Awf in his al-Musnad:
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When Rastilullah reached 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf, who was leading the people in salah, the latter intended
to move back. The Nabi gestured to him to remain in his place. Thus he led the salah and Rastilullah followed
the salah of 'Abd al-Rahman.

Spending in the Path of Allah

Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman ibn Awf was an extremely generous and big-hearted individual. One sample of his
lavish spending is that he freed 30 slaves in one day.

Ma'mar reports from al-Zuhri:
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During the lifetime of Rasulullah, 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf gave half his wealth, 4000 (silver coins) in
charity, followed by 40,000, followed by 40,000 gold coins. He then mounted 500 warriors on horses in the
path of Allah followed by mounting 500 soldiers on camels in the path of Allah.
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Ibn 'Asakir reports from Abu Salamah—from Abtu Hurayrah that Rastlullah declared:
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"The best of you are the ones who are best to my wives." Accordingly, 'Abd al-Rahman bequeathed in their
name an orchard valued at or sold for 400,000.

Al-Tirmidhi reports from Muhammad ibn 'Amr—from Abu Salamah:
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'Abd al-Rahman bequeathed an orchard for the Ummahat al-Mu'minin sold for 400,000.

Al-Tirmidhi reports on the authority of Sayyidah Aishah:
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Ahmad narrates in his al-Musnad from Umm Bakr bint al-Musawwir:
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'Abd al-Rahman sold a land of his to 'Uthman ibn 'Affan for 40,000 gold coins which he distributed among the
needy of the Banii Zuhrah, the Muhajirin, and the Ummahat al-Mu'minin.

His Jihad alongside Rasulullah

Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman was not content with sacrificing only his wealth in the path of Allah. He also
presented his soul to be sacrificed for his din. He thus participated in all the campaigns alongside Rasilullah.

He is among the Sahabah who witnessed Badr. He, Abui Bakr, and 'Umar shared one camel, taking turns to ride.
In the battle of Badr, two of the leaders of the mushrikin were killed in his presence: Aba Jahl and Umayyah ibn
Khalaf.

As regards the slaying of Abu Jahl, Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman tells us the story as reported by al-Bukhari and
Muslim:
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His belongings went to Mu'adh ibn 'Amr ibn al-Jamiith. The two youngsters were Mu'adh ibn 'Afra' and Mu'adh
ibn 'Amr ibn al-Jamih.

As for the second of them, Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman yet again narrates as documented by al-Bukhari:
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The narrator says: 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf would show us that scar at the back of his leg.
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'Abd al-Rahman also participated in Uhud and excelled. He sustained 21 wounds on that day. He was injured on
his leg due to which he had a limp and his two front incisors fell out as well.

Despatched by Rasulullah to Dawmat al-Jandal

One of his merits is that Rasiilullah sent him to Dawmat al-Jandal in Sha'ban, 6 A.H. Rasiulullah first
summoned him and tied a turban around his head with his own blessed hand and commanded, "Wage war in
the name of Allah..." Sayyiduna 'Abd al-Rahman married Tumadir bint al-Asbagh and brought her with him
back to Madinah. She is the mother of Abii Salamah ibn 'Abd al-Rahman.

A Station with 'Abd al-Rahman's Deep Understanding

The Sahabah would refer to him in legal matters and had full reliance on his words.

Ahmad reports in his al-Musnad regarding the doubt in salah:
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‘Abd al-Rahman said: "I heard Rasulullah saying: 'When any of you has doubt in his salah and does not know
whether he performed a single or two rak'at, he should settle on one..."
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Al-Bukhari reports from Sayyiduna 'Abd Allah ibn 'Abbas regarding the plague in Sham:

'Umar ibn al-Khattab left for Sham... They informed him that a plague has ravaged the land of Sham...

'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf arrived and said: "I have knowledge regarding this. I heard Rasulullah advising: 'When
you hear of a plague in a land, then do not go to it. And if it breaks out in a land where you are present, then do
not leave, running away from it."" Hearing this, 'Umar praised Allah and then departed.
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Another testimony of his is with regards the issue of accepting Jizyah from the Magians of Hajar:

'Umar had not accepted Jizyah from the Magians until 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf bore witness that
Rastilullah accepted it from the Magians of Hajar.

Similarly, the issue of whipping after consuming liquor:

'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf suggested: "I feel that you make it equal to the lightest hadd." Accordingly,
'Umar gave 80 lashes.
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'Abd al-Rahman's Question is the Cause for Ease on the Excusable

Rasilullah allowed 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf and Zubayr ibn al-'Awwam to wear silk robes during a journey due
to itchiness or a disease they were experiencing.

Rasulullah testifies for Goodness for 'Abd al-Rahman

Al-Tabarani and Ibn 'Asakir report:

Rasilullah advised, "Marry her to 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf since he is from the cream of the Muslims.
And the best Muslims are those similar to him."
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'"'Uthman bears witness to the Goodness of 'Abd al-Rahman

Ibn Sa'd and al-Hakim report from Miswar ibn Makhramah:

'Uthman explained, "Whoever thinks that he is better than your maternal uncle (i.e. 'Abd al-Rahman) in
the first and second hijrah, is lying."

Demise

Just before his demise, an amazing incident took place:

One night 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf fell unconscious for a long period... He then regained consciousness and
uttered the takbir... He related a dream where he was told that he is among those for whom Allah decreed good
fortune and forgiveness. He remained alive after this incident for a month and thereafter passed away.
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After a life filled with sacrifice, he passed away in the year 31 A.H. in Madinah at the age of 75. He bequeathed
50,000 gold coins for the path of Allah, and 400 gold coins for each of the surviving participants of Badr (100 in
number).

Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas was one of those who carried his janazah saying, "What a huge mountain!" He left behind
plenty of wealth, including gold cut up with axes, 1,000 camels, 100 horses, and 3,000 sheep.

Upon his demise, Sayyiduna 'Al1 ibn Abi Talib said:
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Ibn 'Awf has left. You have attained its purity and remained safe from its murkiness.
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Congratulations to you, O Ibn 'Awf, for the reward of what you spent in the path of Allah seeking His

pleasure, and for Jannah which Rasulullah gave you glad tidings of.
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